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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 148490 

E.O. 1 1652:ADS-DECLASSIFY UPON COMPLETION OF NEGOTIATIONS 
TAGS: MARR, OCLR, CA, US 

SUBJECT: USE OF CANADIAN BOMBING RANGE BY USAF AIRCRAFT 

1 . THE USAF HAS A REQUIREMENT TO LEND REALISM TO OPERATION- 
AL READINESS INSPECTIONS (ORI). IN ORDER TO ACCOMPLISH THIS 
TASK, IT IS NECESSARY TO EXERCISE UNIT CAPABILITIES UNDER 
VARIOUS CONDITIONS INCLUDING UNFAMILIARITY. THE USAF PRO- 
POSES TO CONDUCT SUCH AN OPERATIONAL READINESS INSPECTION 
USING THE CANADIAN FORCES RANGE AT PETAWAWA, ONTARIO. 

REQUEST EMBASSY SEEK HOST APPROVAL OF THE OPERATION DE- 
TAILED BELOW. 

2. THE 9TH AIR FORCE (TAC) INSPECTOR GENERAL PLANS TO CON- 
DUCT AN OPERATIONAL READINESS INSPECTION OF THE 1 13TH TAC- 
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TICAL FIGHTER WING AND 121ST TACTICAL FIGHTER SQUADRON 
WHILE THE UNITS ARE DEPLOYED TO PHELPS-COLLINS AIRPORT AT 
ALPENA, MICHIGAN DURING THE PERIOD 8-14 JULY 1978. DURING 
THIS PERIOD APPROXIMATELY SIXTEEN MISSIONS WOULD BE FLOWN 
WITH UP TO FOUR AIRCRAFT PER MISSION, AS SURFACE ATTACK ON 
TACTICAL TARGETS LOCATED WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE 
PETAWAWA RANGE (CYD 504). THE F-105 AIRCRAFT WOULD DELIVER 
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MARK 82 INERT (NO EXPLOSIVE) 500 POUND BOMBS AND/OR BDU-33 
PRACTICE BOMBS (EACH BDU-33 CONTAINS A SMALL SPOTTING 

CHARGE APPROXIMATELY EQUAL TO A 10 GAUGE SHOTGUN SHELL). 

THE AIRCRAFT WOULD DEPART PHELPS-COLLINS, FLY THE MISSION 
AND RETURN TO PHELPS-COLLINS. NO LANDINGS ARE CONTEMPLATED 
IN CANADA EXCEPT IN THE EVENT OF A DIRE EMERGENCY. 

3. USE OF THE PETAWAWA RANGE WOULD BE INVALUABLE IN THE 
ASSESSMENT OF THE COMBAT CAPABILITY OF UNITS WHICH WOULD 
BE COMMITTED TO THE DEFENSE OF THE U.S., CANADA AND NATO 
ALLIES IN THE EVENT OF HOSTILITIES. REALISTIC APPRAISAL 

OF THE COMBAT EFFECTIVENESS AND READINESS WOULD BE GREATLY 
ENHANCED IF THESE UNITS WERE REQUIRED TO NAVIGATE TO AND 
ATTACK TARGETS WHICH NORMALLY ARE NOT USED ON FREQUENT AND 
ROUTINE TRAINING MISSIONS. 

4. FYI. USAF REGRETS ANY INCONVENIENCE THE SHORT LEAD 
TIME PROVIDED FOR THIS OPERATION AND EMPHAST7.ES THAT 
SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF A REALISTIC ORI BY THESE UNITS, 

ONE WHICH ACCURATELY ASSESSES THEIR COMBAT CAPABILITY CAN 
BEST BE ACCOMPLISHED BY USE OF PETAWAWA RANGE. INFORMAL 
CONTACT WITH CANADIAN AIR COMMAND HQ INDICATES FAVORABLE 
REACTION. RANGE SUPPORT AND SAFETY DETAILS WOULD BE 
WORKED OUT BETWEEN 9AFIG AND NDHQ. END FYI. 
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5. FOR U.S. ADDRESSEES: THIS MESSAGE SHOULD BE HANDLED 
AS TRUSTED AGENT INFORMATION. VANCE 
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